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latter told him that he had just sent a messenger
to inform the King of Katharine's serious illness.
This was the fust that Chapnys had heard of it,
and he at once requested leave to go and see her,
to which Cromwell replied that he might send
a sen-ant to inquire as to her condition, but that
the King must be consulted before he (Chapuys)
himself conld be allowed to see her. As Chapuys
was leaving Whitehall a letter was brought to
Mm from Katharine's physician, saying that the
Queen's illness was not serious, and would pass
oft; so that unless later unfavourable news was
sent Chapuys need not press for leave to see her.
Two days afterwards a letter reached him from
Katharine herself, enclosing one to the Emperor.
She wrote in the deepest depression, praying again,
and for the hundredth time, in words that, as
Chapuys says, " would move a stone to com-
passion," that prompt action should be taken
on behalf of herself and her daughter before the
Parliament could do them to death and consum-
mate the apostasy of England. It was her last
heart-broken cry for help, and like all those that
had preceded it during the seven bitter years of
Katharine's penance, it was unheard amidst the
din of great national interests that was ringing
through Europe.
It was during the feast of Christmas 1535,
which Henry passed at Eltham, that news came
to Chapuys from Dr. De la Sa that Katharine
had relapsed and was in grave peril. The ambas-
sador was to see the King on other business in
a day or two, in any case, but this news caused
him to beg Cromwell to obtain for him instant